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Gigglin’ Grizzly
Neighbourhood Pub
Every  time is a good time!

Rosanna Kolida
600 First Ave., McBride

250-569-0101

Crescent Spur Heli-Skiing

www.crescentspur.com

Fishing & Hunting Gear, Camo Clothing & Gear, 
Computer Parts, Paintball Gear, Office  

Supplies & Wanda’s Bookkeeping Services
820 1st Ave, McBride    250-569-0320

www.wahooenterprises.ca






www.mcbride.bclibrary.ca
















Valley Museum & Archives
Changing exhibits indoors at 241 Dominion St

Outdoor exhibits near the Ball Park
Online archives at www.valleymuseum.ca

Info 250-569-2503

Plumbing & Heating

Craz Cones
Open Daily 

12:00pm - 6:00pm

on North Frontage RD Beside Husky

Full service snowmobile Shop

spindriftpowersports.com 
sled rentals   250-569-0070   

Come

        
 Ride McBride!

Staff
Welcome

You

Lunches
made on
request

Jim Chuipka
Owner – IGA#197

211 Main Street
McBride, BC

250 569 2712
igastoresbc.com

Centre City Realty

www.robsonvalleyrealestate.ca
awmiller@telus.net

ALLAN MILLER
Sales Representative, McBride

250-569-0125
250-981-5742

1-888-641-2214
beavercreek@mcbridebc.ca

LOCALLY
ROASTED

FA
IR

LY

TR
AD

ED

ORGANIC

Robson Valley Video & Photo
Specialty: Custom Framing
& Landscape Photography
email   wbarnold@telus.net

Ph. 250 569 33811-888-641-2214
beavercreek@mcbridebc.ca

McBride Realty Center Ltd

www.mcbriderealty.com
phone 1-877-569-2735

Rodger Peterson
Chris                 250-569-7007
Del                     250-569-7070

               OR SMALL 

WE TOW THEM ALL
BIG

At HomeBB&
www.wix.com/athomebb/at-home-bb

1-250-569-2366
1-250-569-7272 lkaas1@telus.net

McBride, BC

Robson Valley
VISITOR GUIDE

British Columbia
Canada

Dome Creek   Loos   Crescent Spur
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Lat      53o22’ N
Long 120o15’ W

McBride F A Q
population:  Village of McBride: 660 
                    surrounding area: 2,000
elevation:  722m / 2,350’
frost free days:  122
av. hrs sunshine:  1,651
av. annual rainfall:  490mm / 20”
av. annual snowfall:  189cm / 75”
Jan av. temps: max -3.5C  min -11.0C   
Jul av temps:  max 22.3C  min 7.8C
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Koeneman Regional Park
Day picnics

Log picnic shelter
Informal boat launch
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Dunster
Tete Jaune
Valemount
Kamloops
Vancouver
Jasper
Edmonton
Calgary
Halifax 

  Km      Miles
30    •    18
63    •    39
82    •    51

402   •   250
756   •   470
166   •   103
530   •   329
581   •   361

5423  •  3370

Goat River
Crescent Spur
Loos
Dome Creek
Prince George
Prince Rupert
Dawson Creek
Whitehorse
Vancouver

  Km      Miles
40    •    24
50    •    30
53    •    32
95    •    57
212   •   132
934   •   580
693   •   431

2002  •  1244
 998  •   620
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Seventh Day
Adventist
Church

McBride
  Mennonite
    Church

11

Phil & Jennie Gaglardi 
Regional Park

Day picnics
Info kiosks
Boat launch

 to Mount Lucille

 to the Renshaw

 to Bell Mountain  to McBride Peak

 The Halfway

B  B&

CANADIAN NATIONAL

McBride F A Q
population:  Village of McBride: 586 
                       surrounding area: 2,000
elevation:  722m / 2,350’
frost free days:  122
av. hrs sunshine:  1,651
av. annual rainfall:  490mm / 20”
av. annual snowfall:  189cm / 75”
jan av. temps: max -3.5C  min -11.0C   
jul av. temps:  max 22.3C  min 7.8C
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McBride Heritage
      Railway Station

Community Hall
Recreation Centre

Birdwatching gazebo

Legion
       Hall

Elks
   Hall Library &

   Museum

Transfer
station

Fire Hall

Roundhouse
  Theatre 

Bus depot

playground
& pavilion

E. Free
  Church

Anglican-
  United
    Church

Catholic
  Church

Gallery

Robson Centre: Village Offices,

   dentist, doctor, BC Gov't Services,    

      Post Office, liquor store

Hospital, doctors,
emergency, pharmacy,
health services

Robson
  Valley
    Support
      Centre

Charlie Leake Field  CAV4
2700 ft / 830 m air strip  
Lat N53 18 54, Long W120 10 14 
75 ft wide asphalt, ARCAL lighting, 
100LL self serve fuel
Elevation 2350 ft
Village 259-569-2229

Cemetery To airport

Pentecostal
   Church

skate
  park

Scale model     
   sun (street  
       lamp)

Scale model     
   solar system   
    Neptune sign
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CANADIAN NATIO
NAL

McBride Up Close

A   McBride Bears

B    Locomotive gateway

C    Mural by Glen Frear

D   Railway Station

 E   
CNR caboose

  F    View from the gazebo

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Emergencies:  911
Non-emergency:  RCMP 250-569-2255
McBride & District Hospital:            250-569-2251
McBride Village office:           250-569-2229
Regional District office:        1-800-667-1959
BC Gov’t Office: Robson Centre 250-569-3760
Crescent Spur-Loos Community Association
Dome Creek Reading Room:  250-553-2388
Dunster Community Hall:     250-968-4333
Elks and Royal Purple, McBride
McBride Community Forest Corp:  250-569-2229
McBride & District Public Library:  250-569-2411
Robson Valley Home Support:  250-569-2266
Robson Valley Rec Centre:  250-569-3360
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 75, McBride
Tete Jaune Community Club

CHURCHES
Anglican United - 441 Dominion St
Evangelical Free - First Ave & Lonsdale
Mennonite - Mountainview Road
Mountain Chapel (PAOC) - Main St & 3rd Ave
Robson Valley Christian Centre - Dunster
St. Patrick’s Catholic - 197 Dominion St
Seventh Day Adventist - 1075 Lamming Pit Rd

COMMUNITY EVENTS
WINTER
Oldtimers Hockey Tournament
Ladies Bonspiel • Men’s Bonspiel
Chamber of Commerce  

Loggers Bonspiel (McBride)	
McBride Big Country Snowmobile
	 Association Family Fun Days
Figure Skating Winter Carnival
SPRING
Ducks Unlimited Banquet
SUMMER
June    Elks Pioneer Days
June    McBride Adventure Weekend
Dunster Ice Cream Social (Sat. nearest July 1)

July 1  Canada Day in the Park (McBride)
July - Sept  McBride Community Market
July - Sept  Dunster Farmers Market
Aug  Robson Valley Music Festival (Dunster)
Sept   Fraser Heritage Festival & Fall Fair
Sept   Emergency Responders’ Picnic
Sept   Annual Terry Fox Run
FALL
Oct 31  Halloween Fireworks (McBride)
Nov   Christmas Craft Festival (McBride)
Dec   McBride Festival of Lights
Dec   Hospital Auxiliary Extravaganza

Community calendar
www.2mcbride.ca     1-866-569-3366

HOW WE BEGAN
For centuries the Yellowhead Pass was an aboriginal trading 

route. At the west end of the pass the Shuswap people had several 
seasonal salmon fishing camps and a small village, the only 
community in the area. This became known as Tete Jaune Cache 
(pronounced “tee jon cash”) in the 1800s, after a yellow headed 
trapper called Pierre Bostonais. The nineteenth century brought 
explorers, goldseekers and railway surveyors.

Early in the 1900s the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company 
planned an extension of their line from the prairies to a port on 
the west coast through the Yellowhead Pass. Railway construction 
took place in what is now the Robson Valley from 1911 to 1914. At 
that time the only route through thick forests was the Fraser River. 
Thousands of workers plus 
food, horses, lumber, and 
concrete and steel for railway 
bridges went down the river 
on scows. Graceful ships called 
sternwheelers steamed right 
up the river to Tete Jaune until 
summer 1913 when a railway 
bridge was “accidentally” built 
too low.

Huge camps made of logs 
and tents were set up for the 
the workers–they along with horses and mules provided most of the 
labour. The railway contractors enforced prohibition within 3 miles of 
their camps, so just beyond, another camp would appear with belles, 
booze and card rooms. As construction passed through, these camps 
vanished, but some of the railway settlements grew and flourished.

The railway had maintenance sections about 8 miles apart. 
Stations were built at many of them. Most were identical to the only 
one now preserved in the valley, at Dunster. Some names of past and 

present communities are Red Pass, Mount Robson, Rearguard, Tete 
Jaune, Shere, Croydon, Dunster, Raush, Eddy, McBride, Craibenn, 
Legrand, Rider, Goat River, Crescent Spur, Loos, Snowshoe, Urling, 
Kidd, Dome Creek, Penny, and on down the line. A century after 
railway construction, the only other station left is at McBride.

The railway, owned for the past 90 years by Canadian National, 
(CN Rail) is busy and much more automated, with trains up to 3.7 km 
(2.3 miles) long serving an expanding port and realizing the builders’ 
dreams all those years ago.

The site of McBride was surveyed and established as a divisional 
point on the railway in 1912, and its first station was claimed, for a 
while, to be the largest between Winnipeg and Prince Rupert.  The 
yards had eight miles of track in addition to a roundhouse, turntable, 

bunkhouse, two water towers, a 
dam and an ice house.

As a newly constructed railway 
town, the community was known 
as Mile 90, its distance from the 
Alberta border. On July 1st, 1913 it 
was officially named McBride after 
Sir Richard McBride, the Premier of 
British Columbia.

For over 50 years there was no 
road through the valley so McBride 
developed as a self sufficient 

community with almost all services needed including schools, a 
hospital and drug store, clothing, grocery and variety stores, car 
and farm machinery dealerships, a drive-in and theatre, real estate 
office and airfield. In 1932 the village was incorporated and over 
time the boundaries extended. Highway 16 was officially opened in 
1970, bringing to an end the isolation of the village. The economy of 
McBride has been supported by the railway, farming, logging and 
milling and tourism.

McBride’s Heritage Railway Station

The Grand Trunk Pacific Railway company laid out the townsite 
in a standard GTP design with the station as the focus of Main 
Street, flanked by two parks, and it remains the same to this 
day. The present station was completed in 1919 on the sturdy 
foundations of the original, which was lost to fire in 1918.

Meeting the passenger train was major entertainment for 
villagers. With rail as the only viable way in and out for many years, 
the station was where one went to wait for the mail, ship milk and 
cream, pick up supplies, send a telegram, have a good feed at the 
24-hour Beanery Restaurant, or just catch up on gossip.

Canadian National, owner of the railway, moved the last of its 
operations out of the building in 1989. The Canadian government 
designated the station a heritage building, and the Village of 
McBride purchased it in the early 1990s.

Much of the ground floor of the station has been renovated 
along 1920 lines with locally grown and milled wood. The station 
is again a gathering place, the home of the Visitor Information 
Centre and a new beanery. The art gallery is an attraction with 
work by local artists and artisans, and VIA Rail’s year-round 
passenger trains continue a century of service to McBride.

McBride Peak
McBride Peak offers a panoramic view of the Robson Valley and 

the village of McBride. A fire lookout, built in 1930, is located near the 
peak. Building materials for it were hauled up by packhorses on the 
steep mountain trail. A second building at the Halfway Viewpoint 
provided an overnight stop for staff going to the top, and served as 

a lookout during spring 
before snow melted 
at higher elevations. 
Built by the industrious 
Fred Koeneman, this 
historic cabin still 
overlooks McBride and 
Fred’s homestead (now 
Koeneman Park). The 
site, maintained by the 
Ministry of Jobs, Tourism 

& Innovation and the McBride Community Forest, offers picnic 
tables, fire rings and a  pit toilet. The road is steep with several 
switchbacks, so 4WD is recommended. Visitors are reminded to 
use their gears when descending, to avoid burning out the brakes. 
Should you choose to hike, from the base it is 5.5 km to the Halfway 
Cabin, another 5.5 km to the top.

Horseshoe Lake Gazebo
Horseshoe Lake, formed 

from an oxbow channel of 
the Fraser River, boasts a 
variety of bird species. In 
1991 local volunteers put 
in the 96’ walkway and 
created a suitable place 
where visitors can sit 
and enjoy the peaceful 
surroundings. Late 
spring and summer offer 
the best viewing times. 
Ask at the Visitor Centre for the complete Robson Valley bird list or 
check us out online at www.2mcbride.ca

Phil & Jennie Gaglardi Regional Park
Accessed by Raven Road, just west of the Fraser River bridge, 

the site is home to many birdhouses, offering birdwatching 
opportunities. The park, for day use only, has an interpretive 
gazebo, picnic area and toilets.

McBride’s Scale Model Solar System
You can have fun with astronomy in McBride even on a rainy day! 

Starting from the sun (a street lamp near the railway station) travel 
down Main Street and find each planet’s orbit as you head to the 
outer solar system. At approx. 3 billion-to-one scale, the walk from 
the Sun to Neptune is 1.5 km, 3 km return. Pick up a free brochure 
for more astronomy facts to enjoy during your “space flight.”

Valley Museum & Archives
Local and travelling art and history shows are mounted in the 

museum adjoining the library at 241 Dominion Street. A heritage 
farm machine display is being developed at 2nd Avenue across 
from the Ball Park. Included is a reconstructed facade of McBride’s 
first village office building (1932), later the first public library. History 
photos can be seen at the railway station and around town, as a mural 
on the Elks Hall, and many more are online at www.valleymuseum.ca

Cinder Path
During and after construction 

the park between the station 
and the business section was a sea of mud. The solution was to 
take cinders from the locomotive roundhouse in a wheelbarrow 
and gradually build a path.  The mud is gone, but the historic path 
has been preserved along the first block of Main Street beside the 
spruce trees. Wood and concrete sidewalks come and go, so this a 
a chance to see one of northern BC’s oldest sidewalks.

EXPLORE McBRIDE
With full services, parks, children’s playground and skate park, 

McBride is your stopping place as well as your starting point!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Staying Here
At Home B&B   	 250-569-2366
Beaver Creek Lodge & Cabins	1-888-641-2214
Luxury cabins by the river	www.mcbridebc.ca
Beaver View RV Park	 250-569-2513
Bell Mountain Motel	 250-569-0312
www.CougarDenCabins.com	250-569-7308
McBride Hotel   100 1st Ave	 250-569-2277
McBride Travellers Inn	 499 Main  250-569-2609 
McKale Guest House 421 Main  250-569-0165 
North Country Lodge	 1-888-695-9322
NV Mountainview Chalets & RV	  250-569-0185 
Sandman Inn	   250-569-2285
Scare Crow Farm B&B	 250-569-0351
Terracana Resort             866-968-4304
Tete Jaune Lodge	   250-566-9815

Dining here
Anthony’s Diner 433 Main 250-569-0411
Beanery 2 Bistro	 in the Railway Station
Heartland Restaurant        250-569-0032
Gigglin’ Grizzly Pub 	 250-569-0101
Kilin Restaurant	 250-569-8820
The Lodge Restaurant       250-569-0007

Shopping Here
AG Foods McBride 	 250-569-0140
Crazy Cones	 Open summer by Husky
Dunster General Store	 250-968-4488
IGA McBride	 233 Main St
Roasted Bean Local, organic 1-888-641-2214
Robson Valley Home Hardware  	256 Main
Robson Valley Pharmacy	 250-569-2282
Stedman’s     377 Main      250-569-2415
The Farm Store	 250-569-0425
The Tea Shop    Main Street   250-569-0252
Wahoo Enterprises	 820 1st Avenue
Willow Heart Collectibles	 1630 Koeneman Rd

Culture in the Valley
www.goldenraven.ca
Gallery 222    McBride     250-569-2300
McBride Roundhouse Theatre 250-569-2295
Valley Museum & Archives   250-569-2503
Whistle Stop Gallery	 250-569-8891
in the Railway Station  	whistlestopgallery.org

Recreation
Adrenaline Snowmobile Tours 1-877-569-7236
Coldfire Creek Dogsledding	1-877-295-8505
Crescent Spur Heli-Skiing	 www.crescentspur.com
McBride Community Forest Corp. Rec Sites
Mt Robson Whitewater Rafting	 1-888-566-7238
OutdoorLifeAdventures.ca Hiking, snow- 
shoeing, ecotours & team building programs
Robson Valley Rec Centre www.rdffg.bc.ca
Spindrift Power Sports Ltd.     250-569-0070

Public Transportation
Greyhound Bus	 www.greyhound.ca
VIA Rail  1-888-842-7245 www.viarail.ca

Travel Services
Hruby Investments Ltd.	 250-569-3292

Main Street Auto Service
JNR Auto Services Ltd. S. Frontage Rd McBride
For all your automotive needs. 250-569-2666
Thunder Valley Towing & Transportation	
Big & small - we move them all.  250-569-7007
Visitor Info Centre	 1-866-569-3366

Other Services
Adrenaline Plumbing & Heating 1-877-569-7236
Advantage Insurance Service Ltd. 250-569-2264
Your home town insurance advantage.
Al Miller         robsonvalleyrealestate.ca
Bank of Nova Scotia	 250-569-2241

311 Main Street McBride
Chamber of Commerce www.mcbridebc.info
Forever Printing and Signs	 250-569-3110

The Little McBride Paper
Irene Berndsen 	 mountainviewrealty.ca
McBride Realty 	 1-877-569-2735
Robson Valley Photo & Video 250-569-3381
Syncra Wood Products	 250-569-3175
Hardwood flooring (birch, fir, pine) and fir moulding

RELAX BY RAIL
One of the north’s 
best kept secrets
Another way to come 

to McBride is on VIA Rail’s 
daytime passenger train, 
the Skeena. It runs year 
round and travels quite a 
different route from the 
highway, serving many 
communities between 
Jasper, Prince George 
and Prince Rupert. From 
Tete Jaune to Dome 
Creek it gives views of 
the meandering Fraser. 
To the east it runs along 
the mountainside, giving 
panoramic views across to 
Mount Robson. 

A dome observation/bar car is reserved for touring class 
passengers in summer, but is included with economy class in late 
fall, winter and spring. It gives a cosy way to relax with family or 
friends while VIA does the driving–even blizzards are fun! 

Beverages and snacks can be bought on board, or take a 
picnic. In summer, bicycles, kayaks, small canoes and caged pets 
can be taken along for extra fees.

For current fares, schedules and on-line booking see viarail.ca. 
The waiting room in McBride station is open every afternoon for 
the train, and has more information.

Koeneman Regional Park
Koeneman Park, a popular picnic site for 
both highway travelers and local residents, 
was established by the Regional District in 
1981. Located just east of McBride, beside 
the Fraser River, this community park 
boasts a superbly crafted log house. This 
authentic structure was built in the late 
1930s by Fred Koeneman to enable his 
children to attend school locally. The park, 
for day use only, provides picnic tables, 
toilets and fire rings. Near the Fraser River 
bridge is an informal boat launch and a 
modern log picnic shelter.

Left: Koeneman House with backdrop of 
Mount Lucille and the Cariboo range.

getting here
By Trains, Planes and

Automobiles
Rail:  VIA Rail’s daytime passenger trains serve 

many stops in the valley year round, arriving three 
days a week each way from Jasper and Prince 
Rupert/Prince George.

Air: International airports serving the area 
include Prince George, Calgary,  Edmonton and 
Vancouver, with daily connections to other nearby 
cities. Flying yourself?  McBride has an 2700 ft air 
strip to accommodate small aircraft.  See info on 
McBride map at left.

Road: The Yellowhead, our northern Trans-
Canada Highway runs through the valley. We 
are also on a popular route to Alaska. For some 
distances see green panels at left. Greyhound 
provides daily bus service west to Prince George, 
east to Edmonton and south to Kamloops and 
beyond. The lonely highway attracts many long-
distance cyclists and motorcyclists too.

GONE Fishing  . . .  The Robson Valley provides 
varied fishing opportunities.  Many beautiful streams and creeks feed 
the Fraser River from both the Cariboo and Rocky Mtn sides of the 
valley.  There are many clear, deep pools, as well as numerous log 
jams that act as ideal homes for rainbow trout, Rocky Mtn whitefish 
and dolly varden.  These fish are attracted to any number of lure or fly 
patterns, especially red and white.

Dolly varden are catch and release only - please be careful to 
revive and release them to their stream home. Salmon are off-limits 
in the Robson Valley.  Be sure to consult the fishing regulations and 
get your license.  

Goat River & West Twin Creek
Located between McBride and Crescent Spur, off Hwy 16, access is 
mostly by hiking. Rainbow, whitefish, with large dollies up to 18 
pounds found in the large, deep pools.

Holmes (Beaver) River
Located 11 km east of McBride, great fishing for dollies and rainbow, 
especially at the falls just up from the main highway.

LaSalle Lakes
46 km west of McBride, just east of  Crescent Spur. The east lake, 

which offers smaller rainbow, has a blazed footpath to a canoe 
launch.  The west lake, another 1.5 km westward and 1.5 km off Hwy 
16, has a rustic overnight campsite with tables, fire pits, a swimming 
dock, small boat launch (no motors please), beach and some big 
eastern brook trout.

Little Lost Lake
There is a 20-minute foot trail that takes the angler to this beautiful 
little lake, located on a bench just above the weigh scale at Tete Jaune. 
Some big rainbow trout have been fished out of this lake.  

McKale (Blackwater) River
Access via Mountainview Road, beginning just east of McBride, on the 
north side of the Fraser River. Good for dollies, rainbow and whitefish. 
Also, logging road access into the headwaters of the river.

Nevin (King), Holliday (Baker) Horsey Ck & Small River
All four creeks are east of McBride along Highway 16.  Access to Nevin 
and Holliday Creeks is on foot, while Horsey Ck and Small River have 
logging road access off the highway.  Fishing is good for dollies and 
rainbow.  After high water, a run of larger dollies occurs.

Shere Lake
A small lake located off the Dunster-Tete Jaune Road.  A short trail and 
wharf provide access to the lake.  Suitable for day use only.

Whistle Stop Gallery
Located inside the historic McBride train 

station at First and Main, visitors can see an 
amazing variety of original, local artwork 
created by more than 80 members of the 
non-profit Whistle Stop Gallery Society. 
Members have also worked hard to bring 
arts and culture into the Robson Valley as 
evidenced by various public art projects 
including murals, artistic fire hydrants and 
participation in various cultural festivals 

and events. The station is also 
home to mementos and photos 
tracing McBride’s pioneer past, 
and the gallery stocks many 
books about the history of the 
region by local authors. The 
Whistle Stop Gallery is a Golden 
Raven Cultural attraction–your 
assurance of a quality cultural 
experience.
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A parade on July 1st, 1913 at Mile 90, renamed McBride that day.
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McBride Visitor Centre
1-866-569-3366 
come2mcbride@telus.net
www.2mcbride.ca
Open year-round at First and Main

16

BC

Yukon

Ala
sk

a

   Alberta

USA
CANADA

Pa
ci

fic
 O

ce
an

START YOUR ADVENTURE
IN McBRIDE

Picture the snowcapped Cariboo Mountains 
on one side, the majestic Rocky Mountains on 
the other, with the mighty Fraser River winding 
through forests and farmlands, fed by numerous 
rivers and streams.

Explore forest-covered sand dunes near Tete 
Jaune, alpine meadows and glaciers in the Rocky 
Mountains and rare inland rainforests along 
the Cariboos. Visit Mount Robson, the highest 
mountain in the Canadian Rockies.

The Village of McBride, in the midst of this natural 
beauty, is the hub for many outdoor recreation 
opportunities in the Robson Valley, and is an ideal 
place to stay, relax and explore year round.

Maps  •  Getting Here  •  Staying here  •  DINING 
shopPING  •  things to do  •  events  •  history

INSIDE THE GUIDE...

This free guide is compliments of the advertisers. 
Let us help you have a fantastic time in the valley!


